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A look around at the new library inside 
Somers Intermediate School – with 
iPads, fl at screens and media rooms – 

and one wonders if many of the parents would 
recognize this space their children call the li-
brary. 

The revamped library is just one example of 
what is being done as part of a district-wide 
technology upgrade.

“This is about 21st century learning spaces,” 
said Superintendent of Schools Dr. Raymond 
Blanch. “The technology enables the students 
to be creative and learn in ways not always 
possible with a textbook, but just as impor-
tantly, we also allow them to create their own 
learning space.”

Thanks to $50,000 raised by the Somers Ed-
ucation Foundation (SEF) and $16,000 raised 
by the Intermediate School PTA, the Somers 
Central School District is in the process of un-
dergoing a $66,000 technology overhaul. 

Of the $50,000 that the SEF delivered to 
the district, $20,000 came in a grant from 
the Hartford-based Canino Family Charitable 
Foundation. The late Jack Kearney, who had 
been active with SEF since 2006, secured the 
Canino grant in 2010. When SEF decided to 
fund this technology upgrade, the grant money 
was used.

“We are technology minded and so we took 
great interest in this project,” said Glenn Hin-
tze, vice president of SEF. “The more we dis-
cussed it with Dr. Blanch, the greater our inter-
est became.” 

The money made available from the SEF 
was used to purchase equipment for a new 
lab at the middle school, consisting of 28 net-
books, 28 high-tech fl exible space desks and 
fi ve fl at screens. 

As students enter the lab, they are provided 
with a wireless-connected netbook and take a 
seat at a desk. These desks, also known as desk 
nodes, are attached at the seat and desk and 
roll on wheels so that students have the ability 
to move around the room with a netbook in 
front of them.

This is what Dr. Blanch means when he 
talks about students creating their own learn-
ing spaces. With the ability to take their work-
space anywhere in the room, students can 
escape into their own world of work or col-
laborate with others.

“This technology allows teachers and stu-
dents to make the most out of the time they 
have in the classroom,” Blanch said. “It caters 
to the different learning and teaching styles.”

The work students are doing on the netbooks 
can be shown on one of the fi ve fl at screens on 
the wall. So, for example, if a teacher wanted 
to assign group work, team members would 
gather together with their netbooks, and if 
so desired, whatever is up on their individual 
screens could be shown on the fl at screen for 
the entire class to see.

This improves presentation capability, and 
allows the teacher to monitor what the stu-
dents are doing and how they are doing it. 

“With the netbooks and the fl at screens, it 
allows fi ve conversations to take place at the 
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same time,” Blanch said. “It al-
lows for better use of class time, 
and the teacher can see what each 
group is working on and how they 
are doing.”

With three computer labs, the 
next step for the middle school is 
the modernization of the library, a 
process that will mirror what was 
done at the Intermediate School 
library.

When students returned to the 
Intermediate School in Septem-
ber, they encountered a state-of-
the-art library complete with a li-
brary classroom, a reading room, 
a story time stage, a media lab 
with an iPad lounge and media 
classroom.

“I like the library more this 
year because of the new stage and 
the reading room,” said Gabriella 
Mazzotta, who is in fi fth grade.

Included in the new library are 
tech stations, comprised of tables 
that seat up to eight students, 
where kids can use netbooks or 
iPads for group or individual 
work. This follows along the 
theme of allowing the students 
more fl exibility in their individual 
learning process.

“If a student wants quiet study 
time, he or she can go to the read-
ing room,” Blanch said. “If a 
student needs to do group work, 
there are the stations.”

Other upgrades to the library 
include new carpeting and book-
shelves, which were paid for as 
part of the district’s long term 
capital plan. PTA funds went to 
new furniture, and the SEF paid 
for fl exible furniture such as fl ap 
back chairs.

“I think the library looks amaz-
ing now,” said Intermediate 
School PTA Co-President Susan 
Taylor. “The kids are using it to 
the fullest extent of its capabili-
ties.”

Students working in the library 

are encouraged to grab a techno-
logical device (an iPad) and liter-
ally lounge in soft furniture and 
throw pillows. 

“I like to sit on the bean bag 
chairs,” said fi fth-grader Sam 
Bellio.

In addition to the upgrades at 
the middle school and interme-
diate school, technology such 
as SMART Boards is headed to 
Primrose Elementary, and at the 
high school work is currently un-
derway for a new lab, with a new 
library part of a longer term plan.
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Right, the new Somers 
Intermediate School media 

classroom. Below, the 
new Somers Intermediate 

School media lab.
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