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NEW GRANTS  AWARDED 

Since January 2008, SEF has 
awarded 11 grants to the 
Somers Central School District 
totaling more than $50,000. 
SEF has distributed 175 grants 
and 85 scholarships totaling 
more than $380,000 since being 
founded in 1994. The latest: 

Somers Intermediate School  

Grace Ostermann and Carole 
Haber-Cohen received a grant 
to fund the appearance of author 
Jim Bruchac at the annual 
Author’s Day celebration. This 
was given in honor of SEF vice 
president and co-founder Kay 
Staplin, a retired SIS teacher.  

 
Author Jim Bruchac entertains SIS 
students with his storytelling.  

Rosemary Van Wart and Jake 
Ringer received a grant for 
select classes to take field trips 
to Somers’ Angle Fly Preserve 
to observe wildlife behaviors, 
particularly wood frog and box 
turtle breeding activity, under 
the direction of naturalist Wil 
Michael, who last year 
produced a documentary 
featuring the Preserve. 

 

Somers Middle School 

Richard DeVito was awarded a 
grant to purchase new “Car 
Builder” software for the 
computers in the technology 
room. This engineering 
software will allow students to 
design, construct and test their 
own cars in the computer lab. 

Megan Gioffe and Gary 
Wanderlingh received a grant 
to fund a two-year mural 
installation project. Visiting 
artist Cliff Mendelson will 
work with each seventh grader 
to create a personalized ceramic 
tile. Each tile will become part 
of a larger mural in the new 
SMS theater and lobby. 

 

Bill Wienecke received a grant 
to help fund an American 
Heritage Living History Day for 
all seventh graders, so they 
could better understand and 
appreciate the price that was 
paid for the freedom we all 
enjoy. Activities included a 
Civil War re-enactment, various 
speakers, and square dancing.  

 

Steve Chetcuti received a grant 
to purchase a digital music 
studio with computers, 
keyboards, microphones and 
software for instrumental music  

students to practice, compose 
and record music for auditions 
and for archiving their musical  
accomplishments.  

Somers High School 

The Model United Nations 
Club, which has nearly 30 
students and is advised by Amy 
Banino, received a grant to 
provide for registration fees so 
they could attend the USA 
Model United Nations 
Conference in New York City, 
There, they learned about 
peaceful, thoughtful conflict 
resolution.  

 

Ann Ferraro  received a grant 
to help fund the SHS Chamber 
Choir’s appearances in 
Montreal and Quebec City, 
Canada. 

Lauren Campbell was 
awarded a grant to purchase a 
used marching tuba and used 
baritone horn for the Somers 
High School Marching Band. 
These essential instruments had 
been borrowed from another 
band for several years and were 
no longer available.  

 

Irene Perrella and Ann 
Ferraro were awarded a grant 
to purchase new lighting 
equipment for the SHS 
auditorium so concerts and 
theater productions can be 
better enjoyed and recorded. 

 

District 

SEF awarded a grant to help 
fund the travel of two 
Destination Imagination teams, 
one from SIS and one from 
SMS, to the DI Global Finals in 
Tennessee, where they 
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competed against hundreds of 
teams from around the world. 

Somers Education Foundation 
welcomes grant applications at 
anytime. Applications are 
available at www.sefny.org or 
at the district office.   

SEF EVENTS RECAP 
VARIETY SHOW: AMAZING 
PERFORMANCES  

More than 90 very talented 
children from Primrose and SIS 
performed at the SEF’s annual 
variety show on February 8. 
Singing, dancing, instrument 
playing, comedy and 
gymnastics were on the 
entertainment menu of 32 wide-
ranging acts for the audience of 
more than 700 who were treated 
to a very enjoyable evening. 
Special thanks to Aliyah, 
Carleigh and Harrison Meyer 
for their contributions to this 
longtime community event. 

 
Nicole DeAngelis, Courtney Ineson 
and Daniella Rutigliano get ready to 
take the stage at the Variety Show.  

 

GALA DINNER: THREE 
NEW HALL OF FAMERS 
Three distinguished individuals 
became the newest members of 
the SEF Hall of Fame at the 
annual Gala Dinner and Auction 

on April 12. The latest 
inductees included longtime SIS 
teacher John Badini, local 
business executive and resident 
Richard Walker, and Lynn 
Adams, a school and 
community leader. All have 
given tirelessly of themselves to 
enrich the lives of our children. 
 
Badini has been a popular SIS 
teacher for many years and is 
always looking for ways to 
make his classroom more 
innovative to bring out the best 
creativity in his students. He has 
also been a leader in bringing 
new activities and programs to 
the district. 
 
Walker, an executive and 
Putnam County Savings Bank 
for more than 20 years, has 
been a leader in the Somers 
Lions Club and the Somers 
Chamber of Commerce, while 
supporting many activities in 
the school district. 
 
Adams has been a very visible 
member of the Somers 
community. She has served as a 
PTA president in two schools, 
an officer and coach of the 
town’s AYSO soccer program, 
and a leader in the local Girl 
Scouts. She also has coached 
teams that have competed in 
Destination Imagination 
programs. 
 
Before more than 125 attendees, 
the honorees received numerous 
proclamations and certificates 
from local, county and state 
political officials who attended 
the event, as well as crystal 
pieces citing their induction. 
There are now 24 individuals in 
the SEF Hall of Fame. 

 
Honorees John Badini, Lynn Adams 
and Richard Walker.  
 
A live auction and silent auction 
were held, as well as a “Pop and 
Win” balloon game. More than 
$10,000 was raised during the 
event, and we thank everyone 
who supported it. A list of 
sponsors appears on the next 
page. 
   
HARLEM WIZARDS SHOW 
MORE HOOPS MAGIC 
 
SEF wrapped up the school year 
on May 16 with the annual 
appearance by the famous 
Harlem Wizards, featuring star 
player “Tojo.” M&T Bank co-
sponsored the event. The 
Wizards thrilled a sold-out 
crowd at SHS with their 
pinpoint shooting accuracy and 
crazy antics as they played a 
determined WizBusters team of 
Somers teachers and 
administrators.  The final score 
was not as important as the 
sense of community and fun 
this event always generates. 

 
 A Wizards player encourages the 
crowd to dance during the annual 
hilarious game  vs. Somers teachers. 
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. SEF’S  NEW ADDRESSES 

SEF has a new mailing address. 
It’s PO Box 401, Somers, NY 
10589.  Also, you can now 
email us directly. The address is 
president@sefny.org.  We’ll 
monitor email on the SEF 
website and provide you with a 
timely response to any 
questions or inquiries.  

SUPPORT SEF 
SEF, established in 1994, is a 
not-for-profit, tax-exempt 
organization comprised of 
parents, school representatives 
and community members. SEF 
supports Somers schools by 
raising funds for specific 
student and teacher-initiated 
projects that enrich the 
educational experience and are 
not funded by the district 
budget or by other school 
groups. Please consider making 
a donation to support our 
efforts. If your company has a 
matching grants or community 
support program, we can further 
leverage your donation. You 
may send to SEF, PO Box 401, 
Somers, NY 10589. 

 
COMMUNITY PARTNERS   

SEF appreciates the generous 
support it continues to receive 
from many local businesses, 
which helps fund the innovative 
grants we award teachers and 
students. We welcome those 
who would like to join our more 
than 75 community partners.             

Interested businesses can make 
donations to fund specific          
grants or to support the general 
grant fund. Contact Community 
Liaison Marilyn Foley at 
marilynfoley2000@yahoo.com 
or visit www.sefny.org. 

GALA DINNER SPONSORS  
12  Grapes Restaurant             Accel Printing                    

Anne Koplik Design     Appliance Sales Plus 

Aries Automotive                          B&B Café 

Baldwin Place Animal Hospital 

Barbara Russ                               Barber Pole 

Basillica Restaurant                Best Plumbing 

Blockbuster                            Bowers Family 

Brewster Honda               Brewster Ice Arena 

Bruce Heller            Carolyn & Neil Diterichs 

Casafina                Center for Beautyfull Skin 

Chad Wallace                     Chili’s Restaurant 

Citibank                 Creations Plus Hair Salon 

Croton Falls Café                      David Levine 

Dimitri Rellos & Julia Rellou 

Dr. Louis Bisogni                    Dr. Ifay Chang 

Dr. Richard Stauber                   Edward Jones 

Filia’s Restaurant          Gary Parker/Houlihan 

Grand Central Market         Grappolo Locanda 

Historic Hudson Valley                 Holiday Inn 

Hollow Brook Golf Club   Hollywood Flowers 

Hudson Valley Renegades  Il Forno Restaurant 

Images & Impressions             J&B Autoworks 

Jack Kearney                     Jacob Burns Theater 

John & Joanne Carroll                      Joyce Roth 

JP Morgan Chase                            Judy Kuneth 

Karen Knight                         Katonah Hardware 

Katonah Nursery                               Kay Staplin 

Kellogg Lawrence                 Lantern Restaurant 

Le Fontane                               Luce Restaurannt 

Luke’s Hair Salon                              M&R Deli 

Mahopac Golf Club                Margaret Timone 

Martha Levites                             Martin Ashley 

MaryJohn Harkins Gall                     Mary Ricci 

Mexican Shack                  Murphy’s Restaurant 

PARC                                    Paramount Theater    

Peppino’s                                             Piero’s  II 

Pinnacle                                     Plaza Hair Salon   

Portofino’s                                                Posie’s       

Post Net                                 Pro Safety Services 

Purchase Performing Arts          Putnam Savings 

Retrotones Band                           Saw Mill Club 

Season’s                                         Sesame Street     

Shaklee/Moss                  SIS 3rd Grade Teachers    

Somerfields                   Somers Animal Hospital   

Somers Colonial Shop    Somers Wine & Spirits  

Somers Mobil                     Somers Eye Center    

Somers Glass            Somers Historical Society 

Somers Video                          Splash Car Wash   

Steve Chetcuti                                   Sue Hintze 

Sunset Cove                                Sweet Delights    

Tammy Repp                        Time Warner Cable    

TJ’s Garage                                       Tracy Gage 

Trader Joe’s                                      Traditions 

Turco’s                              UMAC Tae Kwan Do    

UPS Store                                            US Tennis    

Westchester Broadway Theater          Wild Birds   

Willy Nick’s                       Zimmerrman Family 

PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
 
It’s hard to believe that the 
school year is about to end.   
What an honor it has been to 
serve another year as SEF 
president, working closely with 
teachers, administrators, 
community leaders and parents, 
all of whom continue to be  
caring and enthusiastic on how 
we can work together to give 
our children the best education.  

As I have noted before, having 
the privilege to serve on the 
SEF board has given me the 
opportunity to see what a great 
school district Somers is and the 
fortunate position that SEF is in 
to help it even more. 

We awarded a wide variety of 
grants this year that reflect the 
tremendous innovation and 
creativity occurring in our 
schools. As you know, most of 
the funding for these grants 
comes from our array of 
fundraising events through the 
year. You generously delivered 
once again. Thank you so much. 

We awarded more than $60,000 
in grants and scholarships this 
school year. That brings our 
total to more than $380,000 
awarded in our 14 years of 
existence. We're looking 
forward to adding substantially 
to that total next year with your 
support. Have a great summer!  

---Steve Rolando 
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We congratulate five graduating 
SHS seniors who each just 
received a $1,000 SEF 
scholarship: Jessica Aronoff, 
Meredith Devine, Ronald 
Stenz, John Turro and Carina 
Turchioe! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SEF 
PO Box 401 
Somers, NY 10589 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    SEF BOARD 2007-2008 
President-    Steve Rolando 
Vice President-      Kay Staplin 
Treasurer-       Susan Kolar 
Recording  Secretary-  

Sarena Meyer 
Corresponding Secretary -   

Dave Sammel 
Community Liaison –  

Marilyn Foley 
School Liaison -         Liz Olinto 
Grants Committee Co-Chairs –  

 Jeff Feldman & Jud Siebert 
Public Relations – Glenn Hintze 
Board of Trustees 
Deborah Ashley     Bruce Heller 
Shari Caponera     Jack Kearney 
Eadie Parody  
Rosemary Raucci   
Mark Rossiter 

Webmaster - Rick Dettwyler  
www.sefny.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MARK YOUR 
CALENDAR!  
 
October 6, 2008 
Golf Outing 
Mahopac Golf Club 
12 noon shotgun 
Info: www.sefny.org 
 
Watch for dates and 

details of our 2008-09 events in 
the district calendar coming 
this summer and on the SEF 
website. We appreciate your 
continued support of our 
events, which are the primary 
source of our fundraising 
efforts! Have a great summer! 
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