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NEW GRANTS  AWARDED 

Since January, SEF has 
awarded nine grants to the 
Somers Central School District 
totaling nearly  $50,000. SEF 
has now distributed more than 
160 grants and 80 scholarships 
totaling over $300,000 since 
being founded in 1994. Here are 
the latest grants approved:  

Primrose School  

Erica Massimi  received a 
grant to help fund  a campaign 
to raise awareness and 
acceptance of differences 
among people, called “We Are 
Alike, We Are Different.” The 
campaign included a guest 
speaker and the purchase of 
various books and materials. 

Somers Intermediate School  

Susan Petroccione, Amy 
Carroll and Christina Stauble 
received a grant to purchase 
copies of two books, called The 
Giving Tree and Our Tree 
Named Steve,which are being 
used in a study focused on 
friendship and its many 
elements and differences. 

Rose Smith and Jake Ringer 
received a grant to purchase 
several sets of an innovative 
game called “Scrammble,” 
which is designed to increase 
math, spelling, grammar and 
vocabulary skills through fun 
variations of popular games.  

Maddy Manzella received a 
grant to help fund an 
Everlasting Garden, designed to 
bring traditional classroom 
learning into a garden 
environment and promote 
global awareness. 

Somers Middle School 

Bill Wienecke was awarded a 
grant to purchase Revolutionary 
War clothing and equipment to 
outfit the “Living History” 
Club, which marches in parades 
and makes field trips to famous 
forts and camps around the 
region as they study this 
important period in history. 

Tricia Baldes and Carolyn 
Shilinski received a grant to 
help fund the videotaping and 
production of public service 
announcements created by 
students and design to increase 
participation in social actions.  

Somers High School 

Student Lauren Campbell 
received a grant to help 
purchase a marimba and a 
vibraphone for use by the 
Competition Band; matching 
funds were provided by the 
school district. 

The Model United Nations 
Club received a grant to attend 
conferences at which students 
simulate United Nations 
committee sessions, playing the 
roles of delegates from 
countries around the world. 

 

District 

SEF awarded a grant to partially 
fund the registration  expenses 
of three district teams that 
competed in the global finals of 
the Destination Imagination 
tournament in Tennessee . 

SEF is also grateful for a 
donation from Assemblyman 
Greg Ball that will help fund 
our grantmaking activities. 

Somers Education Foundation 
welcomes grant applications at 
anytime. Applications are 
available at www.sefny.org or 
at the district office.   

SCHOLARSHIP NEWS 

Each spring, SEF awards 
EXCEL scholarships to several 
graduating SHS seniors who 
demonstrate their “excellent 
character and exemplary 
leadership.”  This year’s 
winners are Elizabeth Dury, 
Takuya Otani, Alexandra 
Plicta, Heather Reiners and 
James Scheuermann. 
Congratulations! 

 
SEF EVENTS RECAP 

 
VARIETY SHOW: TALENT 
EXTRAORDINAIRE 
 
The annual SEF Variety Show 
on January 26 was among the 
largest ever, drawing 39 wide-
ranging acts involving more 
than 60 talented performers 
representing Primrose and SIS. 
Comedy, magic acts, instrument 
playing and a wide variety of 
singing and dancing styles were 
once again represented. The 
audience of more than 600 was 
treated to an evening of 
extraordinary entertainment by 
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our students. Special thanks to 
Aliyah, Carleigh and Harrison  
Meyer for their contributions. 

 
Vincent D’Avanzo gets ready to sing 
“Mac the Knife” at the variety show. 
 
GALA DINNER: HALL  OF 
FAMERS INSTALLED  

Three distinguished individuals 
became the newest members of 
the SEF Hall of Fame at the 
annual Gala Dinner and Auction 
on April 28. The latest 
inductees included longtime 
district instrumental music 
teacher Steve Chetcuti and 
Jonas and Sharon Weiner, 
longtime Somers residents who 
have donated their time and 
finances to numerous school 
and community activities over 
many years.  

The three received crystal 
pieces as well as official 
proclamations and letters from 
state and local politicians. 
 
Chetcuti has taught instrumental 
music for 23 years. He began in 
Somers in 1987, and has been at 
SMS since 1991. He has 
brought a lot of innovation and 
creativity to his job, which has 
enhanced his students’ 
experience. While he is a 
professional musician and plays 
the saxophone  and bassoon 
with several groups, he savors 
his time in the classroom, 
getting great satisfaction as he 

watches his students gain self-
confidence and mature as they 
learn their instruments. 
 
“It’s great to teach children the 
basics of music and then watch 
them grow and blossom as they 
master what they have learned,” 
Chetcuti said.  
 
Until recently the Weiners lived 
in Somers, and have seen their 
three children pass through the 
schools. Sharon became 
involved with the Primrose and 
SIS PTAs and later served as 
president of the SHS PTA. 
 
Sharon also organized the  SHS 
fashion show and a variety 
show for many years, as well as 
a team competition called 
“Risk-It.”  Jonas assisted her 
with many of these activities.  
Since their sons were SHS 
quarterbacks, the Weiners were 
supporters of  the Booster Club 
and the Touchdown Club. They  

 
Jonas and  Sharon Weiner (left)and 
Steve Chetcuti (far right) with 
Assemblyman Greg Ball. 
have also given their financial  
support to many  district and 
community activities. 
 
“We wanted to make a 
difference in the lives of 
children in Somers, and have 
tried to stimulate an 
environment for them that is 
better and healthier,” Sharon 
Weiner said.  
 

For the first time, a live 
auction was held as well as  a 
“Pop and Win”  game where 
participants instantly won a 
prize by popping a balloon. We 
thank everyone who supported 
this very important event. 

 
SIS teacher Liz Olinto lines up shot at 
free throw line during Wizards game.  
 
HARLEM WIZARDS SHOW 
OFF HOOPS SKILLS 
  
SEF wrapped up the school year 
on May 18 with the annual 
appearance by the famous 
Harlem Wizards, featuring star 
player “Tojo.” The Wizards 
thrilled a sold-out crowd at SHS 
with their pinpoint shooting 
accuracy and crazy antics as 
they played a determined 
WizBusters team of Somers 
teachers and administrators.  
The final score was not as 
important as the sense of 
community and fun this event 
always generates.  
 
 
COMMUNITY PARTNERS  

DONATE 

SEF appreciates the generous 
support it continues to receive 
from many local businesses, 
which helps fund the innovative 
grants we award teachers and 
students. We welcome those 
who would like to join our more 
than 75 community partners.             

Interested businesses can make 
donations to fund specific          
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grants or to support the general 
grant fund.   

Contact Community Liaison 
Marilyn Foley at 
marilynfoley2000@yahoo.com 
or visit www.sefny.org.  
 
AUTHORS’ DAY A HIT  

A small group of famous 
authors and illustrators visited 
SIS on May 4 for the annual 
Authors’ Day event, partially 
funded by an SEF grant in 
honor of Vice President Kay 
Staplin, a retired SIS teacher. 
The authors and illustrators 
spent time discussing their 
careers, reading and displaying 
their works and giving students 
tips on how to improve their 
writing skills.   

 
Author Amy Axelrod speaks with 
students at an assembly. 
 

SUPPORT SEF 
 

SEF, established in 1994, is a 
not-for-profit, tax-exempt 
organization comprised of 
parents, school representatives 
and community members. SEF 
supports Somers schools by 
raising funds for specific 
student and teacher- initiated 
projects that enrich the 
educational experience and are 
not funded by the school budget 

or school groups. Please 
consider making a donation to 
support our efforts. If your 
company has a matching grants 
or community support program, 
we can further leverage your 
donation. Send to: 
 
SEF 
PO Box 620 
Lincolndale, NY 10540 
 
THANKS TO OUR 2007 
GALA DINNER SPONSORS  
 
We are thankful to all sponsors 
who supported our  Gala Dinner 
and Auction . They are listed 
here: 
 

 
Amy Eskridge               Anne Koplik 
Ann Von Horn Appliance Sales Plus 
Aries Automotive Astoria Federal Savings 
Baldwin Place Animal Basillica Restaurant 
B & B Café Bea Matz 
Best Plumbing Blazer Pub 
Brewster Honda Brewster Theater 
Bruce Heller Casa Miguel 
Cathy Parlitsis  Chad Wallace 
Citibank Croton Creek 
Chile’s  Carroll Family 
Dragon & Crane Dr. Richard Stauber 
Edible Arrangements  Eduardo’s 
Gary Parker Granite Springs Inn 
Hardscrabble Fitness  HV  Renegades 
Henry Hudson Hollywood Florist 
Il Forno  Jacob Burns Theater 
Joe Izzo Joseph Paiva 
Judy Kuneth Katonah Grill 
Karen Knight Keane & Beane 
Le Fontane  Luce Restaurant  
Luke’s Hair Designs M & R Deli 
Margaret Timone Martha Levites 
Mike Pylypczuk Mexican Shack  
Moss Family  Michael McAnaw 
Murphy’s Restaurant New York Sports Club 
Old Tyme Florists  Organizing Wisdom 
Pam Levine  Paramount Theater 
PIerro’s II Restaurant   Posie’s Florist 
Pinnacle  Purchase Ctr. 
Purdy’s Homestead  Putnam Savings Bank 
Salem Golf Club Saw Mill Club 
Seasons SIS teachers 
Somerfields Somers Animal Hosp 
Somers Historical Sterling Cellars 
Somers Eye Center Stop & Shop 
Somers Fashion Nails Somers Pine Shop 
Sesame Street  Somers Dry Cleaners 
Stomping Grounds Steve Chetcuti  
Susan Hintze Sweet Delights  
Sunset Cove Teatown Reservation 
The Guide Tony DeMatteo  

TJ’s Garage Tracey Gage 
Traditions Restaurant  Trader Joe’s 
UPS Store US Tennis 
United Processing Video Box Office 
Women’s Network Zimmerman Family 

 
PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

 
It has been a privilege serving 
as the SEF president this year.  
 
We awarded some very creative 
grants  and have recently passed 
the $300,000 mark in total 
grants and scholarships given in 
SEF’s history. 

As you know, most of the 
funding for our grants comes 
from the events we hold. 
Because of your support, we 
raised more than $70,000 this 
year through the Golf Outing, 
Subs and Sounds Dinner, Wine 
Tasting Party, Student Variety 
Show, Gala Dinner and Auction 
and the Harlem Wizards game. 

On behalf of the SEF trustees, I 
thank you very much for your 
efforts and contributions. We 
are grateful that you are behind 
us as we continue our mission 
of assisting the district in giving 
our students the best possible 
education through the awarding 
of impactful grants to our 
hardworking administrators, 
teachers and students. It is 
always gratifying to visit the 
schools and see the results of  
these grants “in action.”  

I wish you all a fun and safe 
summer, and a 2007-’08 school 
year filled with showing our 
children what can be gained 
from giving and the rewards of 
creativity. See you in 
September. 
 
-Steve Rolando 
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SEF 
PO Box 620 
Lincolndale, NY 10540 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SEF BOARD 2006-2007 
 
President -           Steve Rolando 
Vice President -       Kay Staplin 
Treasurer -              Susan Kolar 
Recording Secretary-  

Sarena Meyer 
Corresponding Secretary -   

Dave Sammel 
Community Liaison –  

Marilyn Foley 
School Liaison -         Liz Olinto 
Grants Committee Co-Chairs –  

 Jeff Feldman & Jud Siebert 
Public Relations – Glenn Hintze 
 
Board of Trustees 
Shari Caponera    Mary Dolce    
Bruce Heller        Robert Jean 
Eadie Parody       Mark Rossiter 

Webmaster - Rick Dettwyler  
www.sefny.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MARK YOUR 
CALENDAR!  
 
September 18, 2007 
 
Golf Outing 
Anglebrook Club, 
Lincolndale 
 
            

 
Watch for dates and 

details of our 2007-08 events in 
the district calendar coming 
this summer and on the SEF 
website! We appreciate your 
continued support of our 
events, which are the primary 
source of our fundraising 
efforts! Have a great summer! 
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