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GRANTS AWARDED

During the fall, SEF awarded
four grants totaling more than
$5,000. SEF has distributed
nearly 150 grants totaling over
$200,000 since being founded
in 1994. At press time, SEF
had received at least five
additional grants for
consideration. Here are the
latest grants approved (all
applicants are teachers):

Somers Intermediate School

John Badini was awarded a
grant to purchase the
mathematics version of the
popular game “Scrabble” for
use throughout the fourth grade.

Grace Ostermann and Carol
Haber-Cohen were awarded a
grant to help sponsor the annual
Author’s Day, which will be
held in May. Once again, SEF
made the grant in honor &fay
Staplin, SEF vice president and
retired SIS teacher who was a
longtime organizer of the event.

Somers Middle School

Cathy Gelmanreceived a grant
for a “Swapping Stories”
intergenerational program. A
consultant will train 20 students
and 20 local senior citizens
(along with several teachers) the
art of sharing their life stories
with each other. The stories will
be videotaped for viewing and
future additional training.

Districtwide

SEF voted to implement a
project designed to fund the
rental cost of up to 10 musical
instruments for use by students
in the Music programs.

Somers Education Foundation
welcomes grant applications
throughout the school vyear.
Applications are available at
www.sefny.org or at the district
office.

GOLF: HOLE IN ONE

SEF raised a record $25,400 at

its fifth golf outing on
September 22, held at
Anglebrook Golf Club in

Lincolndale. Nearly 50 golfers

A golfer practices his putting skills
before the SEF outing.

enjoyed a beautiful first day of

autumn on the very challenging

but extremely scenic and
enjoyable course. Also included
were a barbecue lunch,
reception, dinner and prizes for
longest drive and closest to the
pin. Thanks to all who

participated in the event. We are
extremely grateful to our
sponsors, whose generosity will
help SEF tremendously in its
grantmaking activities. A list of
all sponsors can be found in this
issue. Mark your calendars
for the 2006 outing, which will
be held on September 19,
again at Anglebrook!

SPAGHETTI DINNER
REMAINS A SIGNATURE
SOCIAL EVENT

Hundreds of Somers residents
attended the 1 annual SEF

Spaghetti Dinner Social on
November 18 at Somers High
School. Many teachers, students

at annual dinner

and administrators did the
serving, and the SHS cafeteria
staff, along with fourth grade
teacherChris St. Germain, did
the cooking. Members of the
Leo Club and National Honor
Society helped with setup and
cleanup. Musical entertainment
for both seatings was once
again provided by the SMS
Band, under the direction of
Steve Chetcuti More than
$2,000 was raised to help SEF's
grantmaking activities, yet, this
is an event that is more about
bringing the community
together than the money raised.

We thank everyone for
continuing to support our
“original event,” which was

first held shortly after SEF was
founded in 1994.



WINE TASTING: ALWAYS
A PALATE PLEASER

Nearly 50 people attended the
SEF's fall wine tasting party
held November 30 at Traditions
Restaurant in Granite Springs.
They enjoyed a variety of red
and white wine specialties and
learned a great deal thanks to
the expertise provided by
Sterling Cellars. A fun Chinese
auction was also held. Thanks
to everyone who supported this
event and to Traditions owner
Lisa Lubeck for providing the
setting and food.

SEF FUNDS AWARDED
FOR SMS GRADUATES

Each June, SEF presents gift
certificates to SMS graduates
who demonstrate outstanding
academic performance and solid
community  citizenship and
involvement. Winners from the
class of 2005 includednthony

Altuator, Ryan Bishop,
Amanda Darer, Michael
Ferretti, Linsey Kaye,
Katelyn  Krassner, Victor
Reimann, and Catherine

Smith. Congratulations to these
deserving students!

HARPSICHORD MAKES A
GRAND DEBUT

Gracing the stage at the SHS
Winter Concert December 14
was the product of a true labor
of love --- a beautiful

harpsichord that was funded by
SEF through a donation by the
Mark David Dolinsky

Foundation. SHS technology
teacherJim O’Brien spent two

years painstakingly assembling

the delicate instrument, and
SHS music teacher Anne
Harris was integral to the

process as well. SEF is very
grateful for their efforts and to
the Dolinsky Foundation for its
generous support. Now the
harpsichord can be enjoyed by
all for many years to come.

The new harpsichord, seen here being
professionally tuned, is a simply

glorious instrument

IN MEMORY OF...

SEF extends its sympathies to
the Rolando family on the
passing of Jean D’Amore
Rolando, wife of SEF trustee
Steve Rolando, who was long
involved in school district
activities. She was the organizer
of the SIS Book fair for many
years and extremely involved in
Girl Scouts. In her name, SEF
Trustees made individual
donations to thd-or the Love

of Reading book dedication
program, which allows for the
purchase of new books for the
libraries of Somers schools.

ATTEND OUR MEETINGS

SEF board meetings are
generally held on the last
Wednesday of each month at
7:30pm in the SIS library.
Meetings are open to the public.

Future meetings dates are Jan.

25, Mar. 29, Apr. 26, May 31
and June 21. You may even
want to consider becoming a
Trustee!
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COMMUNITY PARTNERS
DONATE

SEF appreciates the generous
support it continues to receive
from many local businesses,
which helps fund the innovative
grants we award teachers and
students. The most recent
benefactor is Pepsi Bottling
Group of Somers for funding
the purchase of cardio
kickboxing equipment at SHS.
We welcome others who would
like to join our more than 75
community partners. Interested
businesses can make donations
to fund specific grants or to
support the general grant fund.

For more information on
becoming a community partner,
contact Community Liaison
Marilyn Foley at
www.sefny.org

GALA DINNER HONORS
THREE ACHIEVERS

SEF has announced the 2006
class for the Hall of Fame,
which honors administrators,
teachers, community leaders
and others who have
contributed significant time and
effort over many years to
supporting the Somers Central
School District.

The new honorees include
longtime SHS head football
coach Tony DeMatteo and
Somers parents Mike and
Fausta McDermott, who have
been very active in supporting
the town and the school district
for many years.

They will be inducted at the
SEF's &' annual Gala Dinner
and Auction, to be held April 22
at the Pinnacle Restaurant in
Somers.



DeMatteo, in addition to his
legendary status as a successful
football coach, is a role model
and advisor for many teens. The
campus supervisor at SHS, he
was the NFL high school coach
of the year in 2004 and also
carried the Olympic torch as it
made its way to Athens for the
2004 Summer Games. Locally,
he is very supportive of district
events and has been an active
participant at many gatherings.

Mike McDermott is Somers

Town Justice. He has started
several youth  remediation
programs and is a member of
the Lions Club, the Chamber of
Commerce and the Historical
Society. Fausta McDermott is
very involved in Friends of the

Somers Library. The parents of
four sons, they have been very
involved in soccer and Boy

Scout activities.

Watch for details on the Gala
Dinner and plan to join us to
honor these truly outstanding
individuals.

GOLF OUTING SPONSORS

Thanks to all our sponsors who
made the 2005 outing a huge
success! Your support in raising
more than $25,000 is greatly
appreciated! The list includes:

ABG Painting

Ace Fire Door

Akerman Senterfitt
Alimar Enterprises

All Phase Electric
Ascape Landscaping
Atlantic Express Bus Co.
Bennett Kielson

Best Plumbing

Brown McCarroll, LLP
Chapin Hill Advisors
Colonnade Properties
Commonwealth Land & Title

Corstar Communications
CPC Bank

Damiano Barile Engineers
Dave Sammel Architects
Diggins Mechanical

Diveney, Tung, Schwalbe
DML Mortgage

Empire Tile and Marble
Fidelity National Title

First American Title

Houlihan Lawrence

Jacan Plumbing

Jayne and Michael Kaplowitz
John Meyer Consulting Engineers
Joseph Tetro Flooring
Kantor Foundation

Keane & Beane, P.C.

Kevin Grehan

Lawrence Shaw, Esq.
Microtech Asbestos Abatement
MJ Macaluso Architects
Naderman Land Planning
Parker Hudson

Penserve, Inc.

Peter Grotto Plumbing

Peter Saltini Architects

P&H Painting

Puff Roofing

Putnam County Savings Bank
RB Development

Richard Bridgham, DDS
Rocco & Sons Ironworks
Ron Bloch, CPA

Somers Eye Center

Somers Sanitation

Squire Sanders

Stuart Title

TDT Inc.

The Bank of New York
Welby, Brady, Greenblatt, LLP
Wiles & Wiles

William Scofield, Esq.
Windels

Windowrama

Yorktown Woodworking

PRESIDENT'S CORNER
Happy New Year!!!l

This is the time of year when
everyone is thinking about new
beginnings, new journeys, new
promises.

So while your New Year's
resolution to quit some bad
habit, take up some healthy

3
lifestyle or give up some
delicious favorite food, may

have already become too
daunting, perhaps doing
something meaningful and

rewarding would be more in
line for 2006? How about
helping the kids of Somers learn
math facts as easily as they play
a board game? How about
giving a child who struggles to
enjoy reading the opportunity to
explore books through the eyes
of some of the most entertaining
children’s authors in the world?
Of course, | am talking about
getting involved with the
Somers Education Foundation
and helping us to make a
difference in the lives of your
children by funding an
innovative learning curriculum
in our schools.

| know, | know... you don’t
have time. None of us have
time. We are all busy with our
lives, our jobs, our families, our
interests. But those involved in
SEF makethe time to do what
we do because we do make a
difference. And you can make
a difference in 2006, with as
few as two hours of your time
each month. Join the Trustees
at the January 25 meeting in the
SIS Library. Your input on
upcoming events, your ideas for
new fundraisers or community
events, and your enthusiasm for
grants that absolutely change
the way our children are

learning, will all make a
difference.  Will 2006 be the
year that you make a
difference?

-Sarena D. Meyer
SEF President
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MARK YOUR

CALENDAR!

January 27, 2006

Variety Show
Somers High Schog
7:00pm

April 22, 2006

Gala Dinner

& Auction

Pinnacle Restauran
7:00pm

—F

May 12, 2006

Harlem Wizards
Somers High Schoa
7 :00pm
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