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GRANTS AWARDED 
During the 2003-04 school year,  
SEF awarded 11 grants totaling 
over $30K to the Somers 
Central School District.  SEF 
has distributed more than 120 
grants totaling nearly $160,000 
since being founded in 1994.   

District 
Elaine Vislocky received a 
grant, funded through Allstate 
Merit Agency, for an IPOD 
voice recorder to add sound to 
the district website. 

Primrose School 
The 2nd grade teachers, led by 
Julie Gherardi, received a 
grant for a writing workshop 
with author Carolyn Lesser. 

Fern Blackman and Kathleen 
Ferrari received a grant, 
funded through Somers Manor 
Nursing Home, to purchase a 
software program called 
“Writing with Symbols” to help 
learning-impaired students. 

Doris Jane Smith and Sendi 
Rossari received a grant to 
purchase customized walkman/ 
tote bag “packages” for the 

English Language Learners 
program.  

JoAnn Ferrigno of Primrose 
and Elisa Cohen of SIS 
received a grant to purchase a 
multimedia library set designed 
to study neurodevelopmental 
functions and how it affects a 
child’s success in school. 

Somers Intermediate School 
Carole Haber-Cohen and Kay 
Staplin received a grant to help 
fund the annual Authors’ Day.  

Somers Middle School 
SMS and SHS Physical 
Education Departments 
received a grant to purchase 
cardiovascular equipment for 
training programs. 

SMS computer teachers were 
awarded a grant to fund 
interesting software selections 
that make learning fun. 

SMS Music Department 
received a grant to purchase a 
multimedia projector, software 
and accessories to help students 
read music better. 

Somers High School 

SHS Art Department received 
a grant to sponsor an Artist 
Career Day.  

SHS Chamber Choir, under 
the direction of Ann Ferraro, 
received a grant to fund a series 
of concerts they performed in 
Montreal and Quebec City. 

 

 

Somers Education Foundation 
welcomes grant applications 
throughout the school year.  
Applications are available at 
www.sefny.org or the district 
office.   

 

SEF EVENTS RECAP 
SEF hosted several special 
events during the 2003-04 
school year, which raised 
significant funding for our grant 
work. They included: 
·  The 3rd annual Golf Outing, 

held in September, drew 80 
golfers and raised more than 
$15,000. The next outing 
will be held September 13, 
2004 at the Salem Golf Club 
in North Salem.  Watch for 
details! 

·  The 9th annual Spaghetti 
Dinner in November, drew 
712 hungry diners in two 
seatings. Many teachers, 
administrators and students 
did the serving, and the SHS 
cafeteria staff did the cooking.  
Members of the Cub Scouts, 
National Honor Society and 
Leo Club also helped.  
Entertainment was provided 
by the SMS and SHS bands.  

 
Families enjoy the Spaghetti Dinner. 
·  The Wine Tasting in 

December drew nearly 100 
people who sampled fine 
wines provided by Sterling 
Cellars.  

·  The Variety Show in January 
featured more than 80 
children and adults who 
showcased their singing, 
dancing, piano playing, 
choreography, and even 
karate talents, in a very 
entertaining evening. 

·  The annual May appearance 
of the amazing Harlem 
Wizards, who for the first 
time played two antic-filled 
basketball games in one night 
in Somers, drew more than 



900 fans to SHS. Once again 
the event was co-sponsored 
and SEF thanks the generous 
support of Citibank.  During 
the festivities, Deb Rossillo of 
Somers won the annual 
Disney trip raffle. 

 
 

 
Hall of Famers Susan Goldner, 
Steve Ucko and Pamela Guerrerio 

THREE HONOREES 
SEF inducted three new 
members into its Hall of Fame 
at its annual Gala Dinner and 
Silent Auction on April 17 at 
the Pinnacle Restaurant in 
Somers.  The honorees included 
Susan Goldner, a sales 
administrator for a global 
training and consulting 
organization, and SEF past co-
president and grants committee 
chair; Pamela Guerrerio, 
assistant vice president, 
Citibank, and longtime SEF 
supporter; and Stephen Ucko, a 
former New York City Schools 
educator, former member of the 
Somers School District Board 
of Education and SEF trustee.  

Goldner has been an integral 
part of SEF’s growth since it 
was established in 1994. She 
participated in and organized 
many of the SEF’s annual 
fundraisers, including the 
spaghetti dinner and variety 
show, and has been one of the 
SEF spokespersons at school 
functions and open houses.   

Guerrerio has been an SEF 
supporter for more than five 
years, volunteering at many 
SEF events, securing Citibank 
sponsorship for the annual SEF 
Harlem Wizards games and 
promoting SEF with the Rotary 
Club.  

Ucko has been a major 
supporter of SEF’s activities, 
both as Board of Education 
member for three years and as 
SEF trustee for six years.  

 

SCHOLARSHIP NEWS  
Each spring SEF awards 
EXCEL scholarships to several 
graduating Somers High School 
seniors who demonstrate 
“excellent character and 
exemplary leadership.” This 
year’s winners are Nicholas 
Principe, Nathan Reit and 
Alexandria Szalkowski.  

Congratulations! 
 
 
AUTHORS’ DAY A HIT  
Nearly one dozen authors and 
illustrators visited SIS on May 7 
for the annual Authors’ Day 
celebration, partially funded by 
an SEF grant.  They spent time 
discussing their careers, 
presenting their works and 
giving students  tips on how to 
improve their writing skills.  

   
Author Robert Casilla signs his 
work for students at SIS. 
 

COMMUNITY 
PARTNERS WANTED 
SEF greatly appreciates the 
generous support received from 
many local businesses which 
support the innovation of our 
teachers and students.  We 
welcome others who would like 
to join the more than 75 
Community Partners supporting 
SEF today.  Interested 
businesses can make donations 
to fund specific grants or 
support the general grant funds.   
 
For more information, please 
contact SEF Community 
Liaison, Marilyn Foley  at 
www.sefny.org 
 
PLEASE SUPPORT SEF 
SEF, established in 1994 is a 
not-for-profit, tax-exempt 
organization comprised of 
parents, school representatives 
and community members. SEF 
supports Somers schools by 
raising funds for specific 
student and teacher- initiated 
projects that enrich the 
educational experience and are 
not funded by the school budget 
or school groups. Please 
consider making a donation to 
support our efforts. If your 
company has a matching grants 
or community support program, 
we can further leverage your 
donation. Send to: 
 
SEF 
PO Box 610 
Lincolndale, NY 10540 
 
For more information, contact 
SEF president Sarena Meyer at 
(914) 248-6684. 


