

The Somers Education Foundation (“SEF”) is an independent, not-for-profit organization that seeks to enrich education within the Somers Central School District through private support.  To this end, SEF raises money for the implementation of educational programs and the acquisition of teaching tools not funded by the school budget or other private organizations.

The SEF Grant Program is the principal means by which its funds are distributed for use within the District.  Through this program, SEF awards Grants to District educators for use in ways that they alone develop and present for SEF’s consideration.  The Program is therefore dependent upon the creativity, imagination and initiative of District teachers, staff and students.  It is their ideas to which the Program endeavors to give life.
SEF encourages Grant Requests of all types.  The award of Grants, however, can be a somewhat competitive process as the total number of Grant Requests received sometimes exceeds available financial resources.  As a result, the following factors are considered in evaluating a Grant Request:
· The manner in which a program will enhance, improve and/or complement school based activities;

· The number of students who will benefit, including whether a program or teaching materials can be shared between classrooms and among grade levels; and
· The life span of a program, and whether it may have a sustainable impact and/or be integrated into the present curriculum.
The application process is straightforward.  
· A written application is prepared on a SEF Grant Request form and submitted to the Somers Central School District Office by e-mail and hand delivery of a hard copy.  
· The District Office will distribute the Grant Request to the members of the SEF Grant Committee and the President of the SEF Board.  District administration will confirm whether the Grant Request is consistent with curricula and school based programs.
  
· The SEF Grant Committee will then consider the request at a meeting at which the applicant is typically invited and encouraged to attend.  Grant applicants may be invited to present his or her Grant Request based upon the size or scope of the Grant Request.  Presentations by Grant applicants to the Committee have historically been very beneficial to the applicant.  
· The Committee issues a recommendation to the SEF Board of Trustees, which then decides the Grant Request.  
· Unless otherwise approved by the SEF Board of Trustees, approved Grants must be implemented within six (6) months of approval.
SEF will consider Grant Requests, and award Grants, periodically during the school year.  Grant applicants should submit Grant Requests so that SEF, an all volunteer organization, has sixty (60) days to complete its review of the Grant Request.  SEF will consider time sensitive Grant Requests more promptly to the extent it deems appropriate and is able to convene a quorum of Committee and Board members in a timely manner.
SEF will consider Grant Requests for previously approved programs or initiatives.  Yet, in order to utilize its limited resources to address a range of Grant Requests, SEF may decide not to fund a Grant Request for the same or similar programs or projects for multiple years.  In order to allocate limited resources, SEF typically does not fund (i) the costs of hotel accommodations, meals or costly travel expenses, (ii) the purchase of furniture or governmentally mandated core instructional books or (iii) salaries, stipends, seminar costs or other similar payments to teachers, staff, faculty or administrators.
SEF welcomes the opportunity for publicity activities generated by the Grant programs.  From these efforts, SEF gains support in its fund raising efforts.  SEF encourages all Grant recipients to invite SEF Trustees to any grant related activity or presentation.  SEF will gladly accept photographs, digital images, student feedback and other forms of acceptable media.  It may, in turn, reproduce, publish or replicate any of the same by print, television, electronic and/or other media.
SEF’s Community Partnering Program is one that seeks to match funding sources from within the community to SEF approved Grant Requests.  SEF may present any Grant Request for outside funding pursuant to SEF’s Community Partnering Program. 
You are invited to complete the attached Grant Request form
.  All completed applications should be simultaneously delivered by e-mail to Scott Persampieri at spersampieri@somers.k12.ny.us and Nancy Corrado at ncorrado@somers.k12.ny.us, feldmanj@colonnadeproperties.com, Jsiebert@kblaw.com and kaystaplin@aol.com. Following the submission of a Grant Request, you will most likely be contacted by Ms. Kay Staplin, a SEF Trustee and Grant liaison.  To the extent applicable, Ms. Staplin will make arrangements for you to participate in a SEF Grants Committee meeting at a mutually agreeable time and date to present and discuss your Grant Request.  
In the event an applicant believes the SEF Grant Committee is not responsive to a Grant Request, please feel free to call 248-7872, the Somers Central School District Office, and leave a message for the Chairperson of the SEF Grant Committee and/or the President of the SEF Board.
Any questions, please contact the current Co-Chairmen of the SEF Grant Committee: Jeffrey Feldman at (212) 632-6926 or Jud Siebert at (914) 946-4777 or our Grant Liaison, Kay Staplin at (914) 666-8528 or by utilizing the e-mail addresses set forth above.
Somers Education Foundation Grant Program Guidelines�(Passed on 6/13/07 to be effective as of 9/4/07)

















� If your grant qualifies for a BOCES cultural art grant, the school district will complete and submit the applicable forms.  Please contact Dr. Marien’s office for more information when you submit a grant.


� Grant Applications may also be downloaded from our website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.sefny.org" ��www.sefny.org� or picked up at the Somers Central School District Office.






